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WELL! LOOK Oh, HELP ME, PLEASE! 
WHAT WE I...I'M LOST AND ALONE. 
HAVE НЕРЕ! Ñ 





żHeh-hehż ANZ WHEN 


со о 
VALK LIKE HER. 
знен< 


ELP YOU... 


ORCHID, MY 
DEAR, YOU'RE A 
VERY CLEVER 
GIRL. 


NOW 
HURRY! MORE 
SOLDIERS WILL 
BE HERE ANY 

SECOND! 


YES, ORCHID, 
HAT WAS A 


BACK ON...2 





GATH ISA 


REBELLION. IF 
E, HE'LI 
RE. 


\ LI 
| HE'S ALIV! 
\ BE HE 


RADIUS IS 


ОРЕ... 


DOW 
THIS WAY! 
ROL OY 





Ж NN 
pue 7 





RIGHT. OKAY. 
Umm... THAT 
WAS QUITE AN 
EXHIBITION. 


OF COURSE, 
EVERY SOLDIER IN 


NO ONE 
HAS EVER 
DONE ANYTHING 
LIKE TMAT...STOOD 
UP FOR МЕ, 
PROTECTED ME. 
ТОМ FREE OF 
HIM FOREVER. 
TH-THANK 
YOU... 


Um, EXCUSE 
МЕ, SIRZ 5/62 
HELLO. YES. Um... 
IE І WERE IN THE 
MARKET FOR SOME 
OF THOSE PLUMP, 
TOXIC LEECHES, 
WHERE MIGHT 
I FIN! 2 





YES. BUT 
ОКЫ ЗЭ ARE 


I 
WOULDN'T 
SURE ABOUT 
THAT. 


WHY 
DON'T YOU 
SEE IE HE'S 





OPALZ T WAS 


KEEP 
YOUR HOOKS 
ТО YOURSELF; 

OLD MAN. 


YES, THIS 
15 RADIUS. 
AGED BUT 
STILL FIT. 


UNLIKE 
YOU, DEAR 
WESTIN! 


м 
JOKING, 

OF COURSE! 
EXCELLENT TO 
SEE YOU, OPAL! 
І CAN'T BELIEVE 

IT'S REALLY YOU! 
AND IS THAT... 
IS THAT A/S 
HORSEZ 


HA HA! MY, 
MY! AND 


ү! 
LOOK AT 


THE 
N 


COMPANY 
YOU KEEP 
THESE DAYS, 
OLD 


My, MY! 

A FEISTY ONE! 
WELL, IE YOU'RE 
A FRIEND OF 
OPAL’S, YOU 
ARE WELCOME 
HERE ANYTIME, 
EISTY О 





ЕТ АМ КМ 


SIMPLY д AS THE A POTHECARY 


AS BEEN SOME ТІ 
SINCE ANYONE HAS CALLED 
ME “WESTIN.” 


I NEED 
YOUR HELP, OLD 
FRIEND. AND WE 

DON’T HAVE EH 
TIME. bud ARE.. 
тоб DING - 

GENERAL "CHINA'S 

WORK. 


HAS Oh, 
REALLYZ! T LOST 
MY MANDS TAKING 
ORUERS FROM 
THAT EL rv 


HE AND HIS 
“CAUSE” ARE LONG 
GONE AND, AS YOU 

CAN SEE, MY 
HANDS HAVEN'T 
COME BACK! 


LOOK, WE ALL NEED 


т 
WORK FOR CAUSES” 
ANYMORE. т one 
R МЕ. TW One 
FOR МОМЕ У 


OPAL 
SAYS YOU CAN 
GET US INTO 
FORTRESS PENUEL 
AND YOU'RE 


GOOD AT 
BLOWING THINGS 
UP WE NEED 


22፡27 
ING! 
















NR (225 | 
тъ А. 


IT’S NOW OR 
NEVER, SIR! YOU 
MUST HELP US! 

PLEASE! 





FEATHERS! 


Y. 
: RED BUTTON! 
BE ENOUGH... ሀ RED BUTTON! 
OLD FRIENDZ 


ZOLDIERS 
NO BODDER. 


WE NEED 
TO GET TO 


ONE I SUSPECTED ІТ WAS 
FORTRESS 


ETHING LIKE THAT! 
Nor PROBLEM. YOU SEE, 
FOR ONE LOW PRICE YOU 
GET MY COLLEAGUE 
FEATHERS IN THE 
BARGAIN AS WELL. 


NOT TO 
WORRY... 


---FEATHERS 

AND I WILL 

GET ХОП ТО 
FORTRESS 
PENUEL. 


GOOD. 
THERE'S BEEN 
A CHANGE 


A CHAMPION SWAMP 
GLADIATOR, OPAL! MEN 
FEAR НІМ. EVEN BEASTS 

FEAR HIM! THE MOST 
FORMIDABLE FIGHTER 

IN ALL OF GATH! 


WELL, 
FEATHERS WILL 
HAVE TO Pid 
OUR WAY 
OF HERE Y WERE 





І ТОР YOU, THERE 
IS МО SHADOW REBEL 
ARMY! NO TROOPS, 
NO SCOUTS, NO 
SYMPATHIZERS, NO 
ENCLAVE. IT’S... 
TUST...ME. 


THE SAME, DON’T 
YOU THINKZ 


AN INNATELY INFERIOR 
RACE, THE POOR. THE 


U WITHHOLD 
INFORMATIONZ 


Ран! YOU 
FOOL! YOU 
ARE GOING 
TO DIE BY 

FIRING SQUAD 
IN А MATTER 
OF DAYS! 


HOW маму 
BRIDGE PEOPLE 
WILL YOU 


Y. Tas 
YOU...TALKZ 





SEEM 
NER VOUS GLETKIN. 
2 WHAT WILL 


URER! 


YOU SHUT 
YOUR...! WHEN 
TORTURE IS DONE 
О EXTEND OR 
PRESERVE POWER 
IT IS A GREAT DUTY 
AND VIRTUE! AND... 
I ENJOY MY 
WORK, SCUM! 


5000, IF 
YOU'RE LUCKY, 
PERHAPS JUST 

ANOTHER 

DEMOTION? 


AND IF YOU'RE NOT 
LUCKY, PERHAPS 
SOMETHING...WORSEZ 


GUARDS! BRING АКТУ 


WHY, YOU...! 
YOU WILL BE 


OF YOUR 
BELOVED SAINT, 
GENERA 
CHINA! THAT’S 


WHAT YOU... 
YOU... 





SO... 
“FEATHERS,” 
۱5 ITZ CHAMPION 
SWAMP GLADIATOR, 
eh? MY GOODNESS, 
T IMAGINE YOUR 
PARENTS ARE FEDDERS 


QUITE PROUD... NO LIKE ZMALL 
MAN. ZMALL 


HOLD 
STILL! YOU'LL 


SIGNS О 
WOLFE'S SCOUTS 
EVERYWHERE. 
SNIFFER 
LEOPARD 
DROPPINGS 
TOO. 


Зары” 
ALWAYS WAS 
OLD СЕОМЕ 





OPAL...2 Т “Элс” CAN YOU 


HAVE SOMETHING TEACH ME 
TO ASK YOU. ТО KILL LIKE ae Wiener Co. 


YOU DID 
YOU TO KILL. THE 
БӘСЕ THERE FIGHT FOR FREEDOM 


WILL SHOW YOU 


“ МО AMOUNT OF ARMS CAN 
STOP A PEOPLE HUNGRY FOR 
BREAD AND THIRSTY FOR JUST 


“ТНАТ ІМ ORDER TO WIN 
WAR, YOU MUST FIRST 
CONQUER YOURSELE 


“ BUT I WARN YOU, ORCHID, YOU 
AREA 2 5. FROM WHOM ALL 
on ሥን ያዋ” IS GONE. 
F REBELLION 15 LOVE, А 
“ፎህ. ВЕ PUNISHED BY YOUR ANGER. 





IT 5 
— VER 


ACHIEVEMENTS. DEATH Q 
CUTS SHORT ALL PLANS. 


ARE 
SEE OF 


OTHING 


KIND'S WORST 
OT THREATEN. 


“АШ. WE HAVE IS NOW. AND RIGHT NOW А NEW, 
BETTER WORLD /5 POSSIBLE. А WORLD FREE OF 
SLAVERY AND EXPLOITATION. А WORLD WITHOUT 
TYRANTS OR TORTURE OR POVERTY. А WORLD 
OF EQUALITY, JUSTICE, AND FREEDOM. 


“THERE ARE ONLY TWO MISTAKES 

YOU CAN MAKE ON THE ROAD TO 

THAT BETTER WORLD, ORCHID. NOT 
GOING ALL THE WAY... 














“AND NOT 
STARTING.” 












---FINAL VICTORY 
DAY'S ALWAYS A 
GOOD ONE! 


--- SHOOTING SOME 
REBEL LEADER, ARE 











BUT THIS 
MIGHT ВЕ A 
LITTLE BIT MORE 
DIFFICULT THAN 
І ORIGINALLY 
THOUGHT. 
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I DON'T KNOW 
WHAT YOU'RE UP 


A Е L. 
GOING TO HELP 
US. JUST LIKE OLD TIMES. 





24 


\/ ALTHOUGH... OPAL SAID YOU USED 
en FOR A SMALL TO BE SOME KIND OF 


< ADDITIONAL FEE | HERO OR SOMETHING! 
ATWOLEE IM IS O SOMEONE WHO 
STRONGHOLD?! I COULD ВЕ FOUGHT FOR THAT 
DON'T ВЕ BETTER WORLD SHE 
RIPICULOUS/ WAIT HERE IN TALKS ABOUT! 


HE WAS MORE COME NOW, 
THAN À HERO. OPAL...YOU 
ЧИГ | | SSR 
А GREEDY OLD й 

+ FOOL. 


WE HAVE 7/5. BUT 
WE DON’T HAVE 
MUCH TIME! 
UTILITY 
ENTRANCE TO 


MY! MY! 
IS THAT 
REALLY...2 


Ah! WHY 
DIDN’T YOU SAY 
SO EARLIER? 
THAT’S WHY 
WOLFE’S SOLDIERS 
ARE AFTER YOU! 


YES...OF 
COURSE. 


HA HA! 
COME. THERE 
MAY BE 
ANOTHER 
WAY IN. 
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MECHANICAL VEL 
PIDERS. 223 
PROGRAMMED ТО ጩ 
KILL. DORMANT, 
LUCKILY. 








МҮ! му! 
JUST LIKE 
OLD TIMES 

INDEED! 

HA HA! 





2 WE ARE 
GOING BY YOU 
WITHOUT FIGHTING 
IF YOU WILL LET US, 
BUT WE ARE GOING 
BY YOU ALL THE 
SAME! 














Y. 
> 
j 


М 





CITIZENS OF PENUEL! LOOK 
AROUND YOU! ARE WE NOT 
WELL FED WHILE OTHERS 
STARVE? ARE WE NOT SAFE 
WHILE OTHERS PERISH IN THE 
WILDZ ARE WE NOT CLEAN 
AND ЖУ WHILE OTHERS 
SCROUNGE IN THE WET 
AND FILTH? 


ARE WE NOT 
SERVED HAND AND 
FOOT WITH MERRY CHEER 
BY BRIDGE PEOPLE LUCKY 
ENOUGH TO FIND CONTENTMENT 
IN BONDAGE? AND ARE WE NOT 
PROTECTED BY THE BRAVEST 
AND MOST LETHAL FIGHTING 
FORCE THIS WORLD HAS 
EVER KNOWNZ 


TODAY, WE 
COMMEMORATE 
THE EXTERMINATION 
OF THE REBELLION AND 
CELEBRATE BRINGING 
TO JUSTICE ALL 
THOSE WHO HATE OUR 
FREEDOM AND THREATEN 
OUR_WAY OF LIFE, OUR 
WEALTH, AND OUR 
PRIVILEGE! 


TODAY 15 
FINAL VICTORY DAY 
THE ANNIVERSARY OF 

GENERAL ey ae 


- 





1 


ON THIS DAY, LONG 


HED 


A WATC, 
GENERAL CHINA DIE! 
THROUGH FORTITUDE 


AND SACRIF 
PREVAILED A 


WE 


NST 


THE TERRORISTS AND 
THEIR VILE AIMS! 


IN OUR PERSECUTION OF 
DISSENT WE MUST NEVER 
WAIVER OR SHOW 
RESTRAINT! LET THIS 
FINAL VICTORY DAY BE 
A REMINDER TO ALL OE 
OUR UNASSAILABLE 

о А Ғ/МА 


AND UNCHALLENGED! 


е 
K 





WHEN THE BULLETS REND THIS REBEL'S 
FLESH WE WILL USHER IN A NEW Е 
OF POWER AND PLENTY UNCHEC 


A 
ED 





THEY 
BELIEVED THEY 
COULD DESTROY 

OUR RESOLVE 
AND FORCE OUR 
RETREAT! WITH 
TODAY'S EXECUTION 
OF THIS MURDERING 
TERRORIST, WE 
REJOICE IN THEIR 
UTTER FAILURE! 




















NOW...THE MOMENT АТ 
LAST! ТАКЕ A/M, BRAVE 
SOLDIERS, LOYAL AND 
TRUE! UPON МҮ 
COMMAND...READY! 
AIM! 








І МАРЕ SOME VERY INTERESTING 

D WE’RE HERE ТО 
RESCUE YOU! AND IE T DO SAY SO 
MYSELF, WE ARE REALLY MAKIN 
PROGRESS... 


KILL 
THEM ALL 
NOW! NOW! 


HE... THE... Oh! WHERE ARE | ©ООР ТО 
Ү. 


MEET YOU, 
ANZIO. 





e = 


THAT 
LOOKS JUST 
LIKE...! 


pz 
a е [А 
— ረ 


os 2 
Ae 7 
“елді 
7 А ча Шу 2 
ЖЖ ከሬ: 
Ж” `w q 
N 
№ 
2 ~ 
\ 





NOs 
THAT'S NOT 
POSSIBLE! 





EVERYONE! 
THIS WAY! å 


> 
Жо. 
е Ф 
е 












ም m | > 


NOW WHAT DO GRAB THOSE 
WE DOZ WE'RE | CABLES AND " д 
TRAPPED! GET OVER av HURRY! 
THE SIDE! 2 Т г 
Я NOW! TLL HOLD 
X | г THEM 


A і BACK... 


гы. 4 NO! 60, NOW! 
STAY HERE > 9%, д 
WITH YOU, — 7 THEY'RE ALMOST 
OPAL. ۱ ۱ HERE... ALL THIS 
TO RESCUE YOU, 
ANZIOZ YOU 
CERTAINLY SONT 


THE EFFORT. 





YOU CAN'T 





GOT YOU 





Oh MY, nuts L 
THANK бООРАЕ55 
IRE FI 


№ 


БД < 





/ ZDTAND YOU 
BACK! FEDDERS 
ЖӘНЕ giz PAY 
ROS MA N “ 
D N 
+ 





NO, но, 
NO...POOR 
FEATHERS... 


PULL 
YOURSELF 
TOGETHER! 


THANK YOU, 
DEAR RADIUS. THANK 
YOU FOR ALL YOU 
HAVE BEEN TO ME, 
ALL YOU'VE MEANT 
TO ME. 


ТМ SORRY... 





ARRGHA 
QUICKLY 
NOW! 


RUT THERE'S 
SOMETHING 1 
MUST DO... 


WHERE?! 
WE’LL NEVER 
GET PAST THAT 
THING! 


р, 
/ INTO 
THE PIPE! | 


FOLLOW 
МЕ! 





WE HAVE ТО 


DOZ DID YOU 
żwheezeż 
SEE THAT 

MONSTERZ 


WE'RE SAFE 
ANOTHER EXIT YOU 


THREE STAY HERE. 
T’LL SCOUT 
AHEAD. 


LIANT 


BRILL. 
ST RATEOY, GLORIOUS 


"DEBEL 


' PERHAPS 


FORTRESS PENUEL! 





LISTEN...ALL OF YOU. T HAVE ТО LEAVE YOU NOW AND аа YOU HAVE ALREORY 
I DON'T WANT ANY OF YOU TO FOLLOW. TRUST МЕ, KNOW. BU АММОТ ሪጣ 
THERE IS NOTHING ANY OF YOU COULD DO TO 

HELP. YOU HAVE ANZIO NOW AND... 


WHATZ! 
YOU’RE BADLY 
HURT! OF 
COURSE WE 
CAN HELP YOU, 
WHATEVER 
YOU NEED... 


HERE...TO... 
DO. 


I SAW IT WITH МУ OWN EYES! GENERAL 
CHINA RUNNING AMUCK IN STADIA PENUEL! 
DOZENS, MAYBE AUNDREDS OF 

SOLDIERS WERE... 


-.SLAUGHTEREU 
LIKE ANTS! AND 
IT WAS SURELY 
THE LEGENDARY 
MASK. THEY 
SAY THAT 
TOMO WOLFE 
HIMSELF.. 


...WAS SPEECHLESS AS THE REBEL PRISONER 
ESCAPE? AND THE GHOST OF GENERAL 
CHINA FLEW OUT OF THE STADIUM 

AND DISAPPEARED! 


I DON'T 
COMFORT. KNOW WHAT 
4 TRICKERY IS 
AFOOT, BUT THAT 
WAS NOT A 
SUPERNATURAL 


COME TOO 
FAR TO HAVE 
MY DAY 
MARRED BY 
SOME 
CHARLATAN 


IN A PAINTED 
HOOD! 





"FOR Ва WAS CONCEIVED 
N THE RAPE CHAMBERS OF 
DERELICT CANNIBAL BARGE. 2 


YOU MAY 
TAKE YOUR PICK, 
GENTLEMEN... 


м joa зНа-на? THIS ONE KEEPS 
BABY FARMS WHERE THE | ж. ESCAPING FROM HIS BIN! 


> EXCELLENT SURVIVAL 
ЗЕРОВ S'AUGHTER. Е «е ред INSTINCTS, Elo? EXCELLENT! 


"THAT IS WHERE I 
CAUGHT THE EYE OF 
ADAM HELAH." 


"MADAM HELAH PROVIDED ORDER ۲ 
THE LAWLESSNESS AND TERROR OF THE 
BARGE. UNDER HER PROTECTION T 
DISCOVERED AN APTITUDE FOR MECHANICS, 
ROBOTICS, ELECTR en E 2 ESSED 
ANCIENT LIBRARIES AND ED DEEPLY 
INTO THE SCIENCE AND CULTURE OF THE 
DEAD WORLD. MY BRAIN LRS መመ En 

REDISCOVERING THE LOST MIRAC! 
TECHNOLOGY ANU MY HEART OPENED To Sue 
SUBLIME, THE WORLD OF LITERATURE AND ART. 


“I FOUND HER DEAD ONE DAY. IT MAY HAVE 
BEEN POISON. SHE HAD ENEMIES. OR SUICIDE. 
THE WEIGHT OF ALL THOSE LITTLE SOULS. 


"UNTIL THEN I HAD HOPED FOR A LIFE OF 
STUDY AND REFLECTION, BUT HOPE IS THE 
WORST OF EVILS, FOR HOPE PROLONGS THE "NOW T WAS ALONE, UNTETHERED 


TORMENTS OF MAN. HOPE INVITES DOUBT 
GLAD ТО BE RID OF THE BURDEN 
AND COURTS THE UNKNOWN HOPE X WAS FREE. FREE TO GAZE 


INTO THE ABYSS ОҒ TRUTH. 





"BUT IE YOU GAZE FOR 


INT: 


LONG O AN ABYSS, THE 
ABYSS ALSO GAZES INTO YOU. 


“I QUICKLY ROSE TO THE ROLE OF ATTACHÉ 
DEFENSE MINISTER TO THE BARGE MASTER. 
GLETKIN. А RESOURCEFUL BRUTE IN HIS YOUTH. 


І CAN FIX 
YOUR MONSTER. 
I CAN KEEP IT 
RUNNING. MAKE 
THEM AFRAID 
AGAIN. BUT 
THERE'S ONE 
CONDITION. 


GLETKIN 
MAINTAINED 
POWER 


THROUGH 
FEAR. FEAR 
OFA 
TERRIFYING 
KILLING 


SIRE VARESH. 


“AND THEN ONE 
DAY SIRE VARESH 
JUST STOPPED 
WORKING. NO 
MORE FUMES. NO 
MORE FEAR. AND 
FOR GLETKIN... 
NO MORE POWER. 


“ОҒ COURSE 

I HAD LONG 

ANTICIPATED 
THE MOMENT.” 


WITHOUT 
SIRE VARESH 
YOUR 


ENEMIES 
WILL KILL 


ŻSighż 
YES. YES... 
MY LORD: 





NONCE IN 
Ron 
м 
STUDY САМЕ AND THEN 
TO FRUITION. х FOUND 
SOON THE 
RÜDDER WAS 
WORKING. 
THE MAPS 
WERE STUDIED. 
I FOUND LAND. 


“IT WAS DRY, ЖАБЫНЫ ВЕЕЕМРЕР. THE ROCKY 
ОЏТСЕОР THAT ULD BECOME Ба ТО 


“NEXT, THE 
ROBOTICS 
FACTORY. 


“THE TECHNOLOGY WAS RUDIMENTARY REALLY, 
THE WATERLOGGED PIECES ALL JUST WAITING FOR 
SOMEONE WHO KNEW HOW TO TURN ON THE POWER. 
SOON I НАР AN ARMY OF MECHANICAL SERVANTS 
AND WEAPONS TO TAME WHATEVER I ENCOUNTERET. 


ЧТ WAS A SIMPLE MATTER ТО BUY OFF, oe DESTROY, THE 


LOCAL WARLORDS. THEIR SUBJECTS BECAME MY SUBJECTS. 
MY LEGIONS GREW. THE REFUSE DRAINED ዘ INTO THE SCUM 
CULTURE BENEATH THE BRIDGES. 





“AND THEN I FORGED THE ULTIMATE 
WARRIORS, MY CANNIBAL GUARDS. 





"THEY WERE A TRIBE OF MUTANTS FROM ANOTHER BARGE 
AND BIRTHEP IN A BABY-FARM SLAUGHTER BIN NOT 
DISSIMILAR ТО МҮ OWN. THEY МЕННЕН КЕСЕ ALL 
ON ВОАВО IN A PIRANHA-LIKE FRENZY, AND SWAM MILES 
TO SHORE. THEY RECOGNIZED ME AS KIN, АЎ THEIR RULER. 


ад THEY ARE TOO 
SAVAGE TO LIVE 
AMONG US. I LOCKED 
THEIR DISTENDED JAWS 
TIGHT AND STORED 
THEM IN BUNKERS FAR 
FROM HERE, WHERE 
THEY CHEW THEIR 
BONDS IN FRENZY. Г 
MAY NEVER NEED TO 
CALL ON THEM. 


“BUT THEY 
ARE THERE. 


"IN FORTRESS PENUEL I HAVE BUILT 
A SOCIETY IN MY IMAGE. THERE WILL 
ВЕ МО LAWLESSNESS HERE." 


N 
CHALLENGE ኗጁ 
BARRABAS. 

NO ON 


7 


ONE, САМ 
WHEN IT IS EVAILS. 
LOOSED. 


“HERE, ORDER 
PR 


ME NOW, MY 
FRIEND. TODAY'S 


EPISODE WILL 
PASS. 


“HERE, ORDER 
MUST ALWAYS 
PREVAIL. 





"HISTORY IS МОТ A LADDER ТО 
HUMAN WISDOM. IT IS A TREE ON 
WHICH EACH BRANCH AND BUD 
15 A PRODUCT OF CONTINGENCY, 
UNREPEATABLE, ን а 
DEEPENING, AND SROWING WIT 
THE PASSAGE OF TIME. IN THe 
ከ OF MY PRIVATE CHAMBER, 
RT AND LITERATURE OF MY 
YOUTH PLAY ІМ ENDLESS REELS IN 
MY EVER-RESTLESS MIND. 


NI THOUGHT І HAD 
ERADICATED 
ANY CHALLENGE. 


THE UNKNOWN. 





THIS 
Ut ae SLOW 


sur SHE'S 5 STILL SE 
UNCONSCIOUS AND WALL HAS PASSED, 
FEVERISH. WE HAVE TO GET 
HER HELP! 


ALL RIGHT. LET'S GET H 
BACK DOWN THE PASSAGEWAY. 
WESTIN AND T WILL DISTRACT 
THE CREATURE, AND YOU AND 
SIMON GET HER AWAY. IF WE 
CAN REACH THE BRIDGES, WE 


HOLD 
ON! THIS 
ISN’T OUR 

FIGHT ANY- 

MORE! 


AND WHO SAYS. 
YOU'RE IN en 
ANYWAYZ OPAL HA 
IT COMING, THINKING 
SHE COULD SINGLE- 





WE ARE NOT LEAVING HER 


DIE THAN ABANDON HER! 


OPAL MUST BE A SAINT IF SHE 
CAN SURVIVE WEARING THE 
MASK, ORCHID. THIS IS WHAT 
THE REBELLION HAS BEEN 
WAITING FOR. WE HAVE ТО 
GET HER BACK TO 

THE BRIDGES. 


I JUST 
WANT HER TO 
BE WELL. SHE'S... 
ALL I HAVE 
LEFT IN THE 
WORLD. 


TO DISTRACT-- 


THAT WEAKLING IMON q 
D THE GIRL CAN'T EVEN 

седи! МЕ НАМЕ МО СНАМСЕ 

IF WE BRING OPAL. LET’S 

CONCENTRATE ЕН WHAT’S 

IMPORTANT--GETTING OUT 

OF HERE ALIVE AND, 

YES, COMPENSATING 

ME FOR THE 

LOSS OF 

FEATHERS! 


T DON'T 
TAKE ORDERS РКО, 
YOU! T SAY WE LEAVE 
"Swi THEY'RE SURE 
TO FIND US HERE SOON 
ANYWAY IF WE DON'T-- 


WHERE’S 
OPALZ 





SHUM SHUM | 
SHUM O'REE... SOLDIERS 
STILL AND ORDERLY, ARM 
ТО ARM AND KNEE TO 
KNEE, WAITING FOR THE 
FAT EVENT... 


GR 











«887711 р, 
ANA NA 
UN i 


በ ій 
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МЕ НАМЕ 
ТО FIND HER 


AND GET 
HER OUT OF 
HERE! 


THIS IS PURE 
FOOLISHNESS! 
WE SHOULD 





THEY WILL 
DIE WITHIN THE 
WALLS LIKE 


KEEP МЕ APPRISED 
FANYN 
DEVELOPMENTS. 





IT WOULD 
APPEAR THAT 
THERE HAS 


BEEN A “NEW 
DEVELOPMENT.” 


NOISEZ 


WFP 





"op زر‎ 


NOW, 
IMPOSTOR, 
UPON YOUR 





SHUM 


SHUM 
— SHUM O'REE. SMOKE 
=, AND IRON...COME 
TO ME. 





m 
es 
та 


/) 
‚Ne (2 
VM | 
N 5 за 


| “ә 





THE LION 
0) AND THE 
UNICORN... 


THE LION 
BEAT THE 
UNICORN... 





KILL, 


VARESH! 
KILL!!! 


VARESH! 
END THIS 
RIGHT... 








NOW, / 
NOW. ЕТ I DON'T KNOW WHO YOU ARE OR 
US REASON 
TOGETHER. 





"WHEN MY TRUE 
LOVE, CHINA, WAS 

KILLED, KIMATHI 

YES. I I COULD 
HAVE ALWAYS - МОТ ACCEPT THAT 


BEEN THE 
REAL GENERAL 
CHINA. 


HE WAS GONE. 


"NO ONE WOULD ACCEPT A WOMAN 
AS LEADER OF A CLANDESTINE REBELLION, 
O I--OPAL--HIP UNDER THIS MASK. 
AND GENERAL CHINA I BECAME. 





"WE HAVE BOTH 
KEPT MY IDENTITY 
A SECRET FOR OUR 

OWN REASONS, 
НАМЕНТ WE, 
TOMO WOLFEZ 


"YOUR INVINCIBLE LEGIONS 
WERE NEARLY BESTED BY А 
WOMAN, WEREN'T THEY? 
NO, YOU COULD NEVER 
ADMIT THAT. 


WE, Gu dee "uu Era 


PROSTITUTION ЕВР 05 ШИБЕ; 
THE LOWEST OF THE LO 


"ALL THAT WAS 
GOOD AND 
RIGHTEOUS AND 
JUST une ME 
DIED THAT DAY 
ON THE BATTLEFIELD, 
AND WITH IT, 
GENERAL CHINA 
DIED AS BEER 


ALONE, ВЕОКЕМ, 
AND DISGRACED. 


"BUT WHAT YOU ROBBED FROM ME 

ON THAT DAY I HAVE FOUND ANEW. 

I HAVE FOUND SOMETHING TO LIVE 
FOR. RES 


FOR, сам, ONE ТО FIGHT 
LFE, GENERAL CHINA Н 


TOMO WO 
RETURNEZ AND WITH YOUR DE 
A BETTER WORLD WILL BE BORN." 





ALL YOUR 
HOPE І5 VANITY. 
AND IN THE END 
YOU HAVE BEEN 


UNDONE BY 
YOUR PRIDE. 


SMUG 
ТО ТНЕ LAST! 
IT IS YOU 
WHO WILL 
BE-- 





Z< ç ይራ 
TT 


СУХУ 
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HAVE LEFT... 





rx a REMEMBER, DEAR ORCHID, 
E rg ል THERE ARE TWO MISTAKES 
YOU CAN ON THAT ROAD TO 
A BETTER WORLD. Scought NOT 
GOING ALL THE WAY... АМО 

NOT STARTING... 


ОАР 
BETTER WORLD” 


FO 


Wi 
Р. МЕ? THERE’ 
NO WAY-- 


(AV- 





INTO THE 
HOLE IN 
THE WALL! 
QUICKLY! 


THIS WAY, 
ORCHID! 
PLEASE! 


THEY’RE 
COMING! 


FASTER 
й WESTIN 
NOW! “ርዕ KNOW 
WHAT TO 





WHERE 
ARE 
ТНЕУ? 


DID YOU FOOLS 
MANAGE TO KILL ANY 
OF THEMZ ANY OF 
THEM AT 2 


TARDY, IT WOULD 
SEEM. 


GLETKIN! 


BRING THE 
FRISONER 





IT EXHIBITS THE 
Ann YES. SAME CONTEMPT 


WE CHINA’S 
CAPTURED... DAMNABLE 
THIS. MOUNT. 


Um, MY LORDZ 
WE DIDN'T HARM 


OF COURSE 
I KNOW THAT, 
YOU IMBECILE! 


THIS CASE WE 
WILL MAKE Al 
EXCEPTION? 


JE You 
RETCHED 
CREATURE! 


eris m 
YOU DARI 
CHALLENGE 


MEZI 





THAT WAS 











Ж 
өзі 
Хү 
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г. 
D 








АЙ 





ум DEAD 
BECAUSE оғ 
You, ORCHID 


WAS YOU 


Т 
wHo МЕР ME To МУ 
DEATH, ORCHID Іт WAS 
„Abt YOUR FAULT. 


CAN'T YOU со 

ANY FASTERZ 
THEY'RE ALMOST  / 
ON US! / 


HORS! 

UNCOM 

YOURS HAVE A SOFTER 
SADDLE? I'VE GOT 
ኞ ALL OVER 








MAYBE Т 
UNDERESTIMATED 
OPAL. SŻCOUGHE 

MAYBE Т 
UNDERESTIMATED 
ALL OF YOU. SHE 

CARED ABOUT 
YOU ALL VERY 
MUCH. 


WESTIN! 
NO! 


COME, 
SIMON. THERE’S 
NO GOING BACK! 
LET'S MAKE HIS 
SACRIFICE 
COUNT. 


WOLFE'S 
SOLDIERS ARE 


RELENTLESS. 





ROBOSPIDER 
CAPTAIN, DIVISION 
SIX, REPORTING, 
MY LORD. 


OUR FORCES HAD 


THE BRIDGES. 


SIR. WHAT 
ARE YOUR 
ORDERSZ 


żAhem: THE 
INTRUPERS EXITED 
FORTRESS PENUEL 
THROUGH THE 
ROBOTICS STABLES 
AND FLED ON 
COMMANDEERED 
MECH HORSES. 


OUR 
FORCES FOUGHT 
VALIANTLY, SIR. IT'S 

JUST THAT; 


BELIEVE...IS IT TRUE 
THAT THE GHOST 
OF GENERAL CHINA 
GUIDES THEM TO 
SAFETYZ 
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I ORDER YOU TO 


IT APPEARS CAN YOU 
TO BE OF SOME ፖ- 
IMPORTANCE, 


RIGHT, YOU 
SUPERSTITIOUS 


IMBECILEZ! 


I WANT EVERY 
RANKING OFFICIAL 
IN FORTRESS 
PENUEL HERE IN 
MY CHAMBERS! 
IMMEDIATELY! 





-.. YES, YOU HEARD МЕ 
CORRECTLY. WE ARE 
GOING ТО EXTERMINATE 
THE BRIDGE PEOPLE... 
EVERY MAN, EVERY 
WOMAN, AND EVERY 
CHILD! 


WE HAVE AMPLE SLAVE STOCK 
ІМ ISCARIOT TO LAST FOR 
GENERATIONS. WE NO LONGER 
NEED THE BRIDGE PEOPLE. THEY 
WERE ALWAYS А BLIGHT, AND 
NOW THEY ARE A 

РАМЕЕК. 


BUT А DANGER 
RECOGNIZED 5 А 
DANGER DEFEATED! 
THOSE WHO TODAY 
ARE SQUEAMISH WILL 


WE MUST USE 


OUR FULL RESOURCES 


TO ELIMINATE THESE 
VERMIN ONCE AND 
FOR A 


WILL BEGIN IN 


THREE DAYS! 


ON THIS TASK. 
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WE DESTROYED 
GENERAL CHINA. 
BUT AS LONG AS 
THE MARK, IS орт 


OF OUR REACH, 
IT WILL CONTINUE 
TO STIR UP 


THEM HOLD 
DANGEROUS 
THOUGHTS? 


WALK WITH 
ME, GLETKIN... 
AND HAVE YOU 
SEEN BARRABASZ 
VERY UNLIKE НІМ 
TO MISSA 
BRIEFING OF THIS 
IMPORTANCE. 








ORCHID! 

BE CAREFUL! 
IT LOOKED 
LIKE YOU WERE 

ABOUT ТІ 


YOU KNOW 
IT’S NOT SAFE 
OUT HERE. 


WOLFE’ 
SCOUTS ARE 
EVERYWHERE! 


COME. LET’S 
FIND ANZIO. HE 

EXPROPRIATED A FEW 
ттм FROM WOLEE'S SCOUTS 
ኤር ማር THIS MORNING! THAT'S 

GONE AND : GOOD, RIGHT? HE 

IT'S MY-- ALWAYS HAS ል WAY 
ОЕ CHEERING ME 





GIVE 


ME THE 
COURAGE... 


THERE YOU 
M 

CAN CHEER 
HER? 


I'M AFRAID 


TWO PISTOLS, 
AND, AN ver 14 


ASK 
KILLS PEOPLE 
ONE AT A 
TIME! 


TH 
PEOPLE ARE SCATTERED, _ 


SPREAD. EVEN WITH OPAL 
WE WOULDN'T STAND A 
CHANCE, BUT WITHOUT HER... 





NOR— 


BUT...BUT 
YOU'VE GOT 
A PLAN, 
RIGHT? 


OUR SAINT IS Z£AZ 
SIMON, AND WOLFE 


EANS TO KILL 
US ALL. 





oe 


2-1 


1175 ALL 
MY EAULT! 
IT'S ALL 
MY... 











BRIDGE 
PEOPLE! COME 
OUT! HIDE NO 

MORE! 


ag WE ARE 
WOES ARMY Wu | OUTNUMBERED! 
MAKE ITS FINAL RD rera | " 1. THEN ТО 
ዳ TIME OR HOPE! 
ҮЕС. МЕ WILL 
ALL BE DEAD 
TOMORROW! 


FIGHT TOGETHER AS 
A PEOPLE? 


LOOK AT YOU, 
FEARFUL AND TREMBLING 
YOU THINK TO STAND AGAINST 


TOMO WOLFE я MINIONS 5 EN, 





AWL 
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“HAVE COURAGE, FOR І WILL 
LEAD YOU IN THE BATTLE 
THAT COMES AT DAWN! 


“THE LEGEND OF THE MASK 
IS TRUE. ITS POWER IS 
REAL. 1 HAVE BEEN IN 
CHAINS MY WHOLE LIFE 

AND T WILL, BE IN CHAINS 

NO MORE! IF YOU ARE 
100 COWARDLY ТО FIGHT, 
THEN T WILL FIGHT ALONE. 


“FOR THE WORLD HAS 


BY THE NOT BY 
THE MEEK, BUT BY THE 
TERRIBLE. THERE MIGHT 
BE A BETTER WORLD, 
ONE DAY, BUT NONE OF 
US WILL LIVE ТО SEE IT! 


“HEAR МЕ NOW! 
WE ARE WITHOUT 
HOPE AND SO WE 
ARE FREE. FREE Т0 
SHED THIS EXISTENCE 
IN A BLAZING FIRE 


WE WILL USE ТО 
CRUSH OUR ENEMIES 
COME THE DAWN! 


“WE DO NOT 
SEEK LIBERTY. 
WE SEEK ONLY 
DESTRUCTION. 
AND THROUGH 

DESTRUCTION 

WE WILL BE 
LIBERATED. 


"NO, ТАМ NOT 
GENERAL CHINA. 


“I WILL BE YOUR ANGEL OF 

RETRIBUTION. 1 WILL BE YOUR 

WARRIOR SAINT. FOLLOW ME 

AND LET OUR FOES TREMBLE 
AT OUR COMING! 


“THIS FIGHT IS NOT TO 
BUILD A BETTER WORLD-- 


IT'S TO DESTROY 
THIS ONE.” 


е 





HERE’S 
ANOTHER 
ONE FOR 


YOU TO 
RUIN WITH 


TINKERING, 
SIMON. 


THAT PAPER HEART-- 
FOR LUC! 


WE’LL NEED 
MORE THAN LUCK 
COME MORNING. WE'LL 
HAVE SOME SURPRISES 
FOR WOLFE’S SOLDIERS BUT 
I DON'T THINK WE'LL 
HAVE ENOUGH TIME 
BEFORE-- 


Oh, YE 
OF LITTLE FAITH! 
I’M MAKING SOME 
GREAT IMPROVEMENTS 
ON THESE MECH HORSES, 
ANZIO! WAIT TILL YOU 
AT THEY CAN 
NOW! 


BEFORE 
PAWNZ 


MY! MY! 
DID YOU 
MISS MEZ 





AND SO I DODGED THE COVERED MYSELF 
развие ІМ ТНЕ ЗМОКЕ WITH OSS 
С МАРЕ MY WAY BACK POTION AND HID 
TOWARDS FORTRESS PENUEL. FOR TWO 
LAST PLACE THEY'D MISERABLE NIGHTS 
‘Se LOOKING. IN THE SHADOW 
OF THE FORTRESS. 


STILL HAS A TRICK 
OR ТМО, UP HIS 


WE'RE GLAD FIGHTING? YOU DON'T 
TO HAVE YOU BACK. UNDERSTAND. I'VE SEEN 
YOU'LL BE USEFUL WOLFE'S ARMY. IT'S GOING 


WHEN THE FIGHTING 
STARTS. 


WOLFE RULES WITH 
ABSOLUTE 


WAR, BUT де L-OĦT 
BE ABLE 
TO WOLFE 


I'M AFRAID 
HE'S RIGHT, ORCHID. 
WE MU TO 





I WAS Å FOR WE ARE MO LÖNGER 
PEOPLES THERE WILL PROSTITUTE AND Å VALKS AND ISOLATED, NO O LONGER ALONE. BUT WILL 
BEGGARS! ADDICTS 
፪ N. TOMORROW. ТЕ, AND CRIMINALS! THE FINAL HOUR Al LAST WE WAIT HERE 


LIKE LAMBS 
IS ۸ HAND! THE SUN ШИШ በ” Юю! Ihe BROKEN 0 BRACING FOR 
RISES OH OUR Е WERE THE DIRT 


WHATEVER COMES! ? 
LAST DAY. SLAUGHTER 


WE WILL ДАЧ OUR TOMO WOLFE 
WAY THROUGH THE HEART DOES NOT KNOW IT... 
OF WOLFE'S jeħlu AND INTO BUT ۳ ARE COMING 
THE DEPTHS OF FORTRESS FOR HIM! 

PENUEL! THERE id ONE 
HOPE REMA 


NO! Top 
WE WILL STRIKE 
BACK AT OUR 
TORMENTORS! 





MY COMRADES NOW--WHO 
ANZIO AND SIMON WILL COME 
MUST REMAIN HERE WITH ME? 
10 LEAD THE DEFENSE 
OF THE BRIDGES. 


--HAS 
NOTHING 
10 LOSE? 


ко ME 
и Ица (оо, 
: HID. 
ጣም” 


KNOWS BEST 
THE SUFFERING 
THAT MAKES 
US FIGHT? 





WAIT... REMEMBER YOU WILL 
YOU. YOU'RE THE , BE MY FIRST 
YOU. LIEUTENANT. 


ONE WHO BETRAYED 
ME TO THE SLAVE 
TRADERS 
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scared. Many nights after that incident, | couldn’t sleep because 
“| was afraid the Klan would come back. 
Years later, | told the story to a friend in college. He said, 
"You're a pacifist, right?" I said, “Yeah” He said, “Okay. Well, if 
the Klan comes down your driveway tonight, would you rather 
‘turn the other cheek’ or would you rather me and my friends 
were in the bushes with baseball bats?” 

That stumped me. 

Greed, anger, altruism, bigotry, religious zealotry, obedi- 

: ence to orders, mental illness, hunger, fear, resistance, revenge. 
t ŻAR, There are many motivations that cause people to turn to vio- 
Described by Tom Morello in his initial RS lence. 

аў шэг Net of But when if ever is violence legitimate? And who decides? 
design variations before his final look And is it possible to create a peaceful world by violent means? 
was decided upon. And how to best even consider the issue? Rational inquiry 
or sweat lodge visions? Cold logic or immersion in poetry? 

Instinct? Reason? Prayer? 

I've chewed on these questions my whole life. Explored 
them in my music . . . and in this book. And, I admit, | still 
haven't come up with any answers, Why? 

Pressure. Subtle yet pervasive pressure. It's there from the 
earliest days in school. Echoed in consumerist culture. Given weight 
by omnipresent propaganda. Pressure. To make you feel help- 
less. Your role is simple, clearly defined, and comfortable: ratify 

decisions and consume. Or opt out and fall through the cracks, 
JRO 

Resist, 

Because resistance is feasible even for those who are not 
heroes by nature. 

At least that's what || be telling myself tonight when f'm 
in the bushes with a baseball bat. 


TOM MORELO — 































М RIGHT: Scott Hepburn's designs for 
_ some of Tomo Wolfe's fearsome machines- 
the steeds used by Don Gletkin and the 
- gargoyles that adorn Fortress Penuel. 
BELOW: Hepburn's design work on Gletkin's 
~ loval half-machine, half-monster Sire Varesh. . 
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-MORE DESIGNS FROM THE HEPBURN: = N 

` The apothecary of Gath, Opal's old ally Westin, - ; 
` a former hero of the rebellion, and his burly, | 
knife-slinging, swamp-gladiator compatriot, | 
Feathers-a radiation-mutated giant of а man. — 













W 
NT 


У 


ON SALE NOW... \ 
ORCHID VOLUME | 


COMING SOON... а 
ORCHIO VOLUME 3 SUMMER 2013 PB 


READ THE NEXT CHAPTER of Orchid monthly. Head ta үй 
comic-book shop for more information. Each 158) 
music by Tom Morello! Find out more at Nightwe 


Visit NightwatchmanMusic.com and enter t 1 
access codes for a free musical score by Tom 
СНАРТЕВ 5: OPALB15 
CHAPTER 6: BARRABAS762 
CHAPTER 7: RADIUS245 
CHAPTER 8: WOLFE555 


AVAILABLE AT YOUR LOCAL COMICS SHOP OR BOOKSTORE 

To find a comics shop in your area, call 1-888-266-4226 or visit ComicShopLocator.com. 

For more information or to order direct, visit DarkHorse.com or call 1-800-862-0052 Mon.-Fri. 9 a.m.to 5 p.m. Pacific Time. 
Prices and availability subject to change without notice. 





DARKHORSE.COM Text and illustrations of Orchid™ © 2012 Tom Morello. 












Lh AN AFTERWORD 
“AND ACCESS CODES FOR 





“BEYOND BRILLIANT. IF EVER THERE WAS A PERFECT COMIC, 
THIS WOULD BE IT. THERE IS SO MUCH HEART AND INSPIRATION ON 
EACH PAGE, IT’S IMPOSSIBLE TO NOT BECOME FULLY IMMERSED 





IN THE STORY AND THE CHARACTERS.” —BAMPAS.COM 


“ORCHID IS A POST APOCALYPTIC POWERHOUSE DELIVERING ON ALL LEVELS - 
WHERE OTHERS HAVE FAILED.” —MEDIOCRITYISTHENEWGENIUS.COM 


[አክ ИШНИ 


THE FIGHT FOR JUSTIGE starts when someone starts it. And 
this fight starts . . . NOW. 


Having nothing left to lose, Orchid-a young woman on a transfor- 
mative journey from streetwise prostitute to fierce warrior-is hell 
bent on revenge against an oppressive dictator. She unwittingly 
forms an alliance with an unlikely hero named Simon and a myste- 
rious warrior, Opal. In a world divided by extreme wealth and abject 
poverty, what chance does this small force have against a society 
50 cleverly constructed against them? 


THIS COLLECTION 


FREE MUSIC FROM 
TOM MORELLO. 


“[SCOTT] HEPBURN REALLY 
KNOWS HOW TO MAKE A 
READER FEEL SOMETHING." 


_ ШІМ) 





The adventure continues іп this second installment of Tom Morello 
(Rage Against the Machine, The Nightwatchman) and Scott 
Hepburn’s (Star Wars: Knights of the Old Republic) groundbreak- 
ing work whose heroes must confront unspeakable beasts, pitiless 
violence, and overwhelming odds as they attempt to reclaim their 
lives and their world. 
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